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“Written for the ufe efpecially of them,

1. Who areignorant or mifinformed of the State of the Aucient Churches.

1. \Who cannot read many and great Volumes.

1. \Who think that the Univerfal Church muft have one Vifible Sove-
raign, Perfonal or ColleGive, Pope or General Councils.

have been, or mult be the cure of Herelies and Schifmes.

V. \Vho would know the truth about the great Herefies which have divided
the Chriftian World, efpecially the Donatifts, Novatians, Arrian 5
Ifacedowians, Neftorians, Entichians, Aenothelites, &c.

By RICHARD BAXTER, a Harer of fulle Hiftory.
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1V. “Who would kiow whether Patriarchs, Diocelans, and their Couneils, |,
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 What Hiftory is Credible,and what not,

Il Reports, or Hiflory. 1t was not only Alabr Prophets, in whofc
Satan was a fying fpirit: As lying and decerving is his work in the

-
S
world, for the defiroying of Holinefr, and of Seuls, even when he torneth

,%s the Holy Ghoft faith, Belime not cwery fpirits ¥ may Gy, Believe not
world.
himfz

imfclf into an Angel of Lights e is ic the work of his Miniflers, when
they feem to be Minifters of Righreoufne(s; when it isoft faid (Be sor de-
ceived) and [ Let no man deceive you with vain svords 3] ivis more neceffary ad-
vife,2nd hardlicr followed, than moft men underitand. As Trath is Gods
means to work the will to by ke, and lead usin aluly life, o Lying is the
Devils means to oppofethem : and of all Lyars, nonc are more pernicious
#han lying Hifterians, and Iying Prescbers. uis 2 {ad perplexity to the world,
that when men read and bear, even the more confident and plaufible Hi-
florles and Reports, they know not whether chey are true or f21fcs and if
they belicvethat to be eruc which isnot, the effect is worle than this per-
Pre=iny. 1will tell you what L take to be credible, and what not.

I. Tt is prefippofed ehac 2 man mult bilieve his (enfes, it found, abour
theix proper objects: Papifts that tell us that all mens {enfes are deceived,
when they feem to perceive Bresd and Wine in the Sacrament, do but tell us
that no manthenis to be belicved, and thercfore not they cheinfelves

II. The Hiftory of the Gofpel iscercainly credible, becanfe it was con-
ﬁrmcdba-' mulditudes of uncontrouled Miracles wroaght by Chrilt, and b
his Apofiles, and multitudesof Chrillians; as che Doétrine it fcIf bearech
the Image and Supet (cription of God.

IIL The Proplicts thac had Divioe Infpiration and Vifion, had thac Evi-
dence which gave thamfelves a cercainty, thongh not to others.

1V. When Hiftory delivereth a matecr of fact and fenfe, by the com-
man copfent of all men that knew it, though of contrary minds, difpefi-
tions, and interefls, it giveth ws acertainty which may be ealled Nacurals
becaufe Narure hathnothing init that could caufe fuch a Confpiracy in Ly-

¥ ing: Thatit isfo credible as tobea Nutwral certaimty, that thereis fuch a
place as Reme, Purir, Ferufalems that the Statutesof the Land are not For-
gerics, while all Contenders plead them againii cach arher, aud hold by
them their Efiatesand Lives: Aod {othae chere was fucha Perfon as Jefus
Chrift, and that the Seriptiircs were written by the Prophees and Apo-

V. When'tht Hiftory of any perfon and aétion is proved by continuved or
vifible eficts 2 asthac #Faliiam of Nevmsndy conquered Englind, while (o
many of the cifecs of that Conquelt in our Laws and Culioms are fiill vili-
ble: And thar the IFel were the Ancicnt Brisains, driven by the Saxnsin.
to Wales, while their Laiguage, Habitation, &, fhew it: And fo thae
Chrfl infticucéd Baptifin, and Church-Commmunion, and the Apolilcs fes
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parated the Lords Day for holy worlhip, when the Chriffian World hath -

ufed all chefe publickly in all places everfince,and do fill ufe them > And
fo that Temples were buile for holy worthip,and endowed, when we fiill
fee and poffefs them, o
VL. That Hiftory is credible which confentingly fpsaketh” agai;@b‘{:
known interclt of the Authors” for mans ‘corrupt nature isaprey 10§88
boafling, than to falfe Confeflions of Sin 5 againita Conftlfne :Hcrg;;._iiigg.’;
ro Witnciles: And this ismuch of che credibility ‘of the harfhe part o
the Church-Hiflory which I here recite : - What 2y of the mifcarnages of
Bifhops and Councils, is moftly in theirown wordss and whac I fay againg
Popes, is bu the recital of what is faid by the greatelt Defenders or Flats
terersof Popes: I give you no Reportsagain(t the pride, contentions and
carruptions of Patriarchs and Prelates, ontof the fuﬁpofcd‘ncmi;k'g, oF
Proteflants s T give you not a word out of Luther (who de Cranliis) hi‘!g
very much 3 :mg cipecially fpeaketh much lile as T here do of Gyril anc
Nefarines 5 nox out of Tlhwicwr his Gatalsgus Teftinne Veritatiz, nor owt of
the Magdebrwrgenfis, Ofisnder, Slkeidan, Garion, Melantthon, Marnay’s Myfery of
Taigwity, 1o norout of the Colleétions of Goldafter, Marguardice, Freleris,
Ruberuer, Pifferins, ée. But the fubftance of the common Hillory is taken
sut of the commonly received Church-Hiftorians (Eufebiur, Secrater, Sozo-
wene, Caffisderzes, Theodorite; Rufinus, Evagelus, Nazisnzen, Hierom, Vidjer,
Nieepborus, Liberatus, Nicttas, and fuch otherss and the um of the Coun-
cils and Popesis out of Barsnius, Anafafier, but moft out | Siunixs,and Pla-
= tina, and Eneas Syuims (3 Pope,) Petsvivs, and fuch othier as are the
greatell Papal Zealots: When thefe [peak for ther Canfe, { lcave you to
juft fafpition s but when they fpeak agsinft if, by way of confetfion or la-
mentation, they are notto be fulpeéted,

VII. Thenextdegree of credibility dependeth on the Veracityor credi-
ble titnefs of the Reporters fome menare much more credible than others :
For inflance. :

3. Onc that was spon the place, and {3 what was done, or lived near,
where he had full information, is (ceferir pavibir) more credible than
sne that followeth uncertain reports, or hear-fay. ;

2. Awife manis much morecredible than a proud {=if-conceited Confi-
dent Fool. :

3. Oncthathathmade a matter hislong and hard fudy, is (ceteris paris
us) more to be believed in that matter, than manyignorant men.

4. One that'is impartial, a lover of peace,and notingaged by fadtion er
intereft 10one lide againfttheother, is ceteris paribur much more ‘credible’
than a faétious interctied man. : et

5« A fober, calm, confiderate man, that will fiay and try before he judg~
cth, is more credible than a paffionace or hafiy judger. . R

6. & man of imanifelt honefly, confeience, and the fear of God, is much
move (o be' believed than a worldly, wicked, bloody, unconfcionabie
Hian, < ek 4
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7+ Ceteris Pavibwr many agreed honelt impartial men are more to be be--
lieved than one,ora few odd and fingular perfons, who have no more ad-
vantagethan the relt to know the truch,

8, Theyoung and unexperienced owe fome Reverence to the judgment
of their Seniors,as morecredibleby age and experience than their own.

9. Accordingly Children to their Parents, and Scholars te their Mafters
‘and Tutors owe fuch belief as isanfwerable to their difference, and the ufe
of their learning of them.

By this you may fee on the contrary whois not worthy of belicf.

L. Onethat pretendech Infpiration, Vifion, Revelation, and givech the
hearer no [ufficient proof of it

1I, One that pretendechto tell you things beyond his reachs as many
-Philofophers do abour the myfleries of Natore, fpiritval and corporeal, E-

lements or mixt bodies, aboveand below, of which the Ecoks of many are
full, and malignant mcen, that t2ke on them totel) you other mens boets,
without jult preof, that they are hypeerites, and intend that which they
never did, oy meant ill, when they faid or did wells ard swhen falfe Hiflo-
rians will rell you with what (unproved) ill purpofcs or deceits, perfons 2
thoufand miles off, and perhaps a thoufand years paft, whom they never
knew, did fayand doall that is seported of than.

11, When there are but fem reparters of things pretended to be knows
;-::fﬁe&ly in the world, cipecially when more credibile perfons contradict
them,

1V, When the perfon is deeply ingaged in a Party, and carryingon allior
the interclt of his Party, doth give you but his word, or the report of his
own Party {or swhat he faith; o that you wiay perceive thae interelt byaffeeh
him to partisdicy, -

V., When the Hiftorian hewetha maliznane (pirit, that extenuaceth or
denicth all the good that was in his Adverfaries. and fafiencth on them as
much Odiar 3s be can without juft proof, ard jullificth all the reproach
thatis uftd againft them.

V1, Whn the Hiflorian liveth fo far off from the place and time, that
beis no competent seporter, having all his notice buc by the fame of his
0%n Faction, as uncapableas himfelt.

VIL When the fober imodcrate men of his own party contradiét hiny,
and fpeak well of the perfons whom he reproacheth.

VL Wlhin the reporter is maniiclily a proud, worldly, wicked, uncen~
fcionable man, efpecially of a bleody burtlul difpefition = For 3s Gods chree-
fold Influence, or 1ke Trdaffandiza, W5ll and Life is but one, fo the De-
vil doth vfually vitiate cogeiher the Vaderflanding, Will and Life s and he
that isifrom the beginning =n Eneny, and'a Mioderer, 45 alld a Lyar:
Thovgh a wicked,;malignant and erxel mza, may yer have an opinfoaative faith
and knowledge, and preach the truth, swhien it is for his cxenel interells yer
when hismalice and intercli cempicth him 2gainf it, there is no troliing his
word. .
a2 IX. Wiicn




IX. When an ignorant proud man chinketh thac he muft be believed
meerly for the reverence and authorityof hisplace.. ™

X. When the reporter liveth in a time and place where carnal intereft
hath got the major Vot for falthood, and it pafleth commonly” for truth,
elpecially where Tyranny, Civil or Ecclefialiical, filenceth the rroth in
PreG, Pulpit, and Difcourfe, that it dare not be ipoken 5 by which cthe Pa-+
pifis have not only made their own writingsand reporrs ineredible, bae by"
thetr Indices Expargatorios, and bafc corrupting o?gncicm Writers, have
wezkncd our cereainty of inuch of the old Hiftory and Fachers.

X When the reporterisa weakand filly man, that hathnotwit tofife
out che truth. = >

XIL When heis paffionately rafh, and of hefly judgment, and hath not
patience toflay and fufpend his judgmenc cill he hearall,

XL Whenitis a Novice or raw Student, that hath not had time, helps .

and exptrieneetc know what he pretends 1o know, and yet contradiGeth
wifer men of more advantage and expericnce.

X1V. When prefent experiznce telleth us, that the party chat he writeth
againfi as unlearned or wicked, are men of Eminent Learning , and the
fcarof Gods-and that the party that he magnifieth a5 fuch, are contrary s
by fuch marks incredible Hiftory may be difcerned. g
\ Qu. But bow canwe knore mens wifdenze, and piety, and Torefly, and mp.m-
siafity, when e ueverkuensthe men 2 Anf. Though by pocrites may much coun-
terfeit truch and goodnef(s, its hard fo to do it, but the contrary which’
wuleth in them will break out, asa flink will getthrough narrow paffages :
and though truth and honefly may be much clouded, they have, like light,
afelf-rcvealing power. ¥ )

To give you fome inftances 3 asamong Phyfitians Hypscrater, and Galeny
and Celfxsof 0'ds and of late Montanus, Crate Fernelius, Platerus, Hild-
mus, and fuch others, do fpeak with that felf-cvidencing honcfty, and many
Paracelftans with that palpable vanicy, thar onc.of them will confirain be-
lief, and the other unbclict, evenin them thar never heard what they were
So among Hiflorians , Enfebins, though counted an Armisn, and Socrater,
and Sozamen, though called Novatians, and Theodoret,and Liberatics, and fome

others, do write foas toconfirain belicEof things which were within their:

notice. and with honeltimparciality : Among the Papilts, what clear foot-
tteps of underflanding, honefly, and impartiality,and fo of truth, is there-
in. Thaeanser 5 and much. in Cownsines, Guiwciardine, Father Paulus Servita
Hift. of Zrexs Council, and divers others: Though Docter Femer bid us
Yeep Crab, becaule 1tbc later Councils arc corrupt, and. all of them mofi be
raken withdue Antidoces, yet becaufe mo#t of the matter is fetcht from pub-
lick Adts and Records, they are more credible than moft fingle Hiflory 5
Acelta fpeaketh impartially of the 14 Indies, and Godigmer of - the. Abaffi=
aury Matth. Paris of England, and the Pope,and foof fome others: Of Pro-
teftants, formedo but recite recorded teflimonies, or publick adts; and the

very writirgs themfelves of the times chey fpeakof; when others do bue .,

el

. the perfunsin partiality, asone of their party 3 but 1 muft fay, as in Gods

tell yorflorics on their barc word : Goldsffus, Ruberns, Freberus and Piffo-
rins,do but {vc us Colle@ionsof the writings of thale former Ages, and
nathing of cheir own : So doth Mr. Rufbmeorth now in his three Volumes of
Collk&ionss and Mr. Frdler hath partly done {o, and writeth moderatclys
Mr. Gilbers Brrset thus writeth the Hiftory of the Reformation,. laying not
the credit on his word, but en his Evidencess and Cambden impartially
thus writeth of Queen Elizabab,and in his Brittania: Ther hath done the
like, de fuceefs Ecelef. of the Waldenfes 5 and in his de V'rimordiis Eecl, Briz.
of the Pelagions, not faying, but presing by Records, and old Evidences,
whae he delivereth, belides the advantage of his known extraurdinary
learning, honclly,and impartiality s (o doth Fex for the moltpart in his
Martyvalogy give yeubut the publick Record, or proved Hittories (though
Cape call him lyar) Mclandibon and Budltzer were micn of fuch known lin-
cerity, as confiraineth eredic ro theie repores.

On the other (ide, who can believe (uch palpable Railers as Tympins, Co-
chlewr, Genebrard, and many {uch, that lyc contrary tocasain aidesce ¢ fuch
as make the Vulgar believe, that Lather Karnt his Religion of che Deyil, and
was killed by him s that Oecolampadins was kil’d by the Devily and chat
Burer had his guts pull’d cut, amfcaﬂ about by theDevil 5 thar Caloin was
a fiigmatized Sederite and SenfUalifi 3 that Beza died a Papifi Cwho Jived
long after to write a Confutation) and abundance fuch, Medior Adan
gathereth his Hittory of Lives from ke Pens of thefe that moii intimacly
knew the perfons, what able, holy, laberions, and cxccllens fervants of
God were Calvin, Beza, Daancus, Kaox, and many {uch, as deferibed by Ada-
mus, and in the judgment of thofe that were their mofi knowing obfir-
vers: But whar vile rebellious wretclics were they tn the judpgment of Do~
&or Holin, and fuch as hic ? whar oxeellene pesfons did Ged ufe for che
beyond-fca Reformation ? cven as in Fronces and Holdard 3 Ferrel, Bilfon, and
other Bifhops, defend thar which Hafin deferibeeh a8 che ot odious K-
t¢llions : He maketh the Genevas Presbycerians to do that againli their Bi-
(hop, which Dr. Fet. Mowtin in his Aniwer to Philaiux Aspliens, thewerh
was donc before, while they were Papifis, Some things in Heyling Hillory
of the Reformation, and the Presbyterians, ¥ belicve, which he bringeth
Records for s but upon lits own word I can fearce bilieve any thing that he
faith, fo palpably partialis he, and of {o malicions and bloody a fivain, 1c-

.prefenting excellent pexfons as edious intollerable Roguoes, and th Kefnr-

mation, even of the Latherans, aston bad s but thatin Fracee, Belges, Frifs
Jand, the Palatinate, Hungary, Tranfilvania, Scatland, 1o be bit 2 firicsnd the
moll adious Rebiellions, Morders, and horyid Sacriledges and vursin Enes
laxd to bemuch the Spawnof King Herrier Lull, and thinking King Ed~
mard 6. his daath afeafonable mercy's and odicufly reprefenting focke ex-
cellent Bithops as Grindally Abbor, and Tfber, and fuch cxcellent Divines as
we fenteo Dare, Dasenant, Hall TFrd Cariton, €. Tt pleafech the Prelacilis
to fay tru j of me, that I am o Presbyecrian, and therefore fpeak noc for
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fight,‘that in myown acquaintance,'l have found that fort of men, syhbm*'

Dr. Heglin and fuch other reproach as Presbyterians and Puritans, to be che
mofl fexious, confcionable, practical, fcber, and charitable Chriftians that e-
ver I knew, yea verily the knowledge of them hath been a great help to
the fledfaftnels of my Faithin Chrili: Had I knownno Chriltians butcar-
nal, worldly, and formal men, who ¢xcel not Heathens inany thiog but O-
pinion, it would have tempeed me to doubt whether Chrift were the Sz~
viour of Souls, as T fhould think mcanly of the Phyfitian that doth no
ceres: But when I fecholy mortiticd perfons, living inthe love of God

"and man, 1{e¢ that Faich isnoca dead fancy > And when I have lived in

intimate familiarity with fuch, from my Childhoed, to the fixty fifth year
of my age, and known their lmegri?v, notwithftanding their infirmicies;
and chn read fuch Hiftorics asreprefent them as the molt odious, Hagitious
perfons, Ifee it is not for nothing that fome men arccalled Ard@oaer in the
Scripture, and the Children of their Father the Devil, who was from the -be.
gimning a dying mlignant Murderer.

Two Crimes T have longago heard the Rabble charge on thofe whom they
called Poritanr, Lying and Corctoufrefss whercas near two thoufand Mini-
tiers are caft out, 2nd fuffer, which they could moftly efcape, if they duxft
but lyes and if I ask money for the Poor (of what party foever) I can
fooner gée a Pound from thole called Puritans, than a Shilling from others
fac richerthanthey. Canl take any men to be other than malignane lyars
who would make men believe that fuch men as Hildenfham, Dad, Kozers,
Ball, Paul Bsgne, Anses, Bradfhamw, €. were Rogues and feditious Rebele, or
that revile fgch as Tfher, Hall, Daverant, erc. ¢ Reader, believenot a word
of any of the revilings or odious characters and forics, which any afpiring
worldly factious Clergy man writech of fuch 3s arc his Adverfaries : lying
is their too common language 3 yea, if they do but once fet chemfelves
caperly to feck Prefefitent, I will never trufi chem, or take their words:
Tehath been fo of old, the fame man chat wasa Saint to his Acquaintance,
hath been deferibed as wicked, or 2 Devil by others @ Howbad were Origen
and Cheyfaftorye 1o Theopbilur, Alcxand. and Epipbaninr 7 And how bad swas
Tlespbilus to the Hifiorians that wrice hisactions? How excellent a perfon -

was Cyril Alex. ts the Council of Calzdon, and how bad 2 man was heto »

Theadoret, Ifidive, Pelufs &, Tgnatins Conft.was a Saintto Nicetas, and many
others, and to Photinr he was an dmicieilt, and nvicked limb of the Devil »
Plwtiier was a Ioly ssan to his Party, and a wicked nvetch to Nicress, and o=
thers: Yea, fee theeredit of worldly Prelatess the fame Bilbops one year
cry down Tgnativs as a wicked man, and call Photius a boly perfon, and the
next yéar, or fhortly after, cry down Pharies for a Rogue, 2nd cry up Jgns-
tike 5 yea,and uponthe nexc turn cry up bely Plhoviug whom they had ana-
thematized ¢ Thefedoings were lamiliar wich carnal Prelates. ¢
Eut as Gods Spirit in his fcrvants is {o fuited to the Dodtrine of che
fame Spiric, that they relifh it sehere they find its o their picey and honelly
is fuch a felf evidencing thing, that pious and honeft men chatknew thems
cannoc belicya their lying flanderers. And
e
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And when Satan hathdone hisworft, the very nritings of fuch mgn as
Calviny Beza, Melanithon, Perkins, Hildefbam, Ames, Did, Birges, Gataker,
Ulrer, Davenant, Hall, dre. will noc {Uffer men o belicve their odious ye-
vilers ¢ Even among Papifls, when 1 read the works of Eerasrd, Geefon,
Keupis, Thanlerses, Sales, and the Lives of Nerius, Reuti, &, I cannor bes

lieve him char would tell me they were mwicked men though fanlty: And

the Lives written by Adims, Clerk'Frlfer, €. (hali be belicved before Ca.

lumniacors,

Alas, how fittle are moft Hiftories to b believed, where they prove not
what they fay 3 therearc about fixey that (ay there was a Pope Fesa, and
aear as many chat fay nofuch thing. Hidedriad to one half of the Bilhops
wasthe boly Refforerof the Churels, 1o the other half thewlyf Rebel. We age
notagieed here in Lendes who bieret theCily in 1666, nor what parties fe-
gan the fare Wy, nox what party bronght ile King 12 deash, while we arc a-
livedhae faw thefe publick facts: Not only Lads that knew it nos, bue
Helin (the ?lﬂl Reproacherot the Reforiners) would make men belicye
that it was Presbyerians i England that began the 1ife and War, when
yet he had himfclf Jaid fo much of icon Archbifhops, ard Bilhops, andvn
the Parliaments complaints of Popory, Arminianifin, and Aibiirary Ille-
galitics; and after fanth (CHilk Prech, p. 465. 470,) The trab iz, that ap
tbe Englith genmrally nvre wet svilling fo reeeive thas yoaks o mathor did the
Houfes veally intend to impafe it en thenyy thangh for a while 1ohold fair giaea
ter swith the Scots, they feemed fomardinit. Tbisr apperrs by thvir Detloration
of April 1646 === Nev buaae thiydired 191 feo tluir dear Prestyvery felled, or tlviv
Lay-Elders entertainedin any ane Pacifb of tbe Kingdeme (‘that’s falfe on the
ather fide) and yet allnufi be done by this Paliiment, as Preshyserianr,

four years bifere, when they were Epifeopal, diftafting only che perfens and
aétions of Bithop Laeds Tires. and fome other prefent Bithops,

If 1find 3 man like Scliuffelbarging , fall Pellmril with reproachon all
thar diffes from him, or Dr. Heylin, fpeaki of Bleod with plaafure, and as
thicfly afscr more (as of Thacker, Tdall, ére.) or as deligning o niake Dif=
{enters odious, aslic and moftof the Papifis Hifloriansdo. (as the Iimage of
both Churches, Phitanax Awglicwe, the Biftorical Collcctions cut ol He-
lin) Ywill belicve nonc of chelerevilers, furcher than they piveme Cogene

roof.

I hear of a Scats Narrative of the Treafons, Fernications, Watcherafis, and
other wickednelsof fome of the Seettifl Presbyrerians 5 and as for me, the
Autlize kronveth mor velnat to call e, walefsit be o Baxccrian, asintescing to be
2 Hzreharcha, being neither Papift, ner of the Cénrch of England, ner Fresbys
terian, wor Indipendent, &c,

To thisl fay, I have no acquaintance with any Sests Minificr, nor ever.
had in amy life, except with Bithop Sharp thar was murdered, and two o«
ther Bithops (and two or three that live here in Lendon ) theretore what
thegare 1 know not, fave by Fame: But though Ihave heard that Coun-
try 2fpcrdy, as oo much inclin’d to Fornication, I never before heand the

Religions
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Religious parcand Minifiers fo accafed @ Eicher itistrve, or Sl s if fulle
fliame be to ghe reperters s if true, what doth lt.c:mcc‘t,n‘ nsf h{x-ts', 05;{;
that are innocent, any furcher than to abhor it, and lamenc it, and to be
thankful to God that it is another fort of men thac aretalled Puritans in
England; and that in all my ecqusintance with thems thefe 56 years (wwbich

‘bath been with very shany in many Countries) Iremember not that coer I heard of

one Puritan, man or wouean, fave one , accufed o fufpeded of fivnication; and
that one yet Jiving, :hwgi:m openly penitent, hath Jived difowned and
‘fhained ro thisdays butl have heard of multitudesthae revile them, thae
makea jelt and common practice of it Try whether you can make the
Inhabitants of this City believe, thac the Nonconformifts or Puyicans are
fornicators, drunkards, or perjured, and that their accufers and haters are
innocent menthat hate them for (uch Crimes | Bue its poffible that you
may maké menof other Countries or Ages believe ir, believe that we
wear Horns, and have Cloven Feet, and what you wills but I fear not all
your art or advantérgcs onthofe thatarc dcquainted with boch fides : Bue
the mifery s, that faction ingageth men to affociate only with cheir party
where they hear reproaches of the unknown diffenters, from whom they
{o efirange themfelves, that che Neighbours near them are as much un-
known to them, (ave by lying fame, as if theylived an hundred miles from
them. T remember Mr. Crgfféy ouce wrote to ine, that be tarped Srons the
Proteftant Religion to the Roman, beraufe there war among ntr na Jpiritical Bosks
of Devetion for Soul Elcvations , and affellionste Contemplation :* And 1 told
him it was Gods juft Jedgment on him, thac lived fo firange to his Neigh-
bours, becaufethey are called Paritans, and ro their Writings, which Shops
and Libraries abound with s had' he read Bithop Halls, Mr. Greenbamy
Mr, Ri, Regers, Mr, 0. Rogers, Mr. Hitdesfboamr, M. Boltons, Mr. Perkins.
Mr. Domalunis, My, Reywers, Dr. Sibbes, €. yca or no better than my oun;
(the Saints Rofl, the Life of Faith, the Divine Life, the Chriftian D&vﬂ"y, &x.)
or had he read the Lives of Divines called Puritans (or but fich s two
young min (‘publifhed pardly by my flf) Fofeph Allen, and Fobn Fanemay
be would never have gone from the Protcfiants to the Papifls, beeaufe
of our formality and want of an affeétionate fpiricnal fort of devotion. e-
fpecially knowing what cxcef of formality is among the Papifis, and how
much it is of cthe Clergics accufation of the Puricans, that they are for
too little form, and too much precence of fpiricual devotion,

But if any called Religious, or Puritans, or Presbyeerians be vicious, I
know, no men that {o heartily defice their punithment and ejection, as thofz.
that are called by the fame names: 1 thank God that thefe twenty years,
while neither J¥ir 77ill, nor Power hath been wanting againfl them, I have
fcarce heard of two men (if one) that have been judged and proved guitey
of any (uchimmorality, of all the gjeéted filenced Munifiers in this Land
1 would 1 could (ay fo of their Adverfaries.

IL And now 1 muft fpeakto the Accufers (peeches of my felf;. 1ehank

you Sir thut you feigned no worle againfl me. 5. if I am an Herefisreba, why

would

- -

wounld ot you vouchfafe to name that Herefic whichiT have owned: 1have
given you large Ficld-room, in near 80 Books3 and few men can (o write,
asthat awilling man maynot find fome words which he is able to call He-
xefie: A lictle dearning, wit, or_honcfiy, will ferve for fuch an hereticating

¢fomption. 2. I never heard that Arminites avascalled an Arminéan, nor

ut®r a Lutberan, nor Bifhop Land a Landian but if you be upon the
knack of aking Names, you icﬂ know your cnds;" and befl know how to
fitthemeoit 3. But ferionfly, do you not know my Judg:ment? will not
aboui €8 Books informyon 2 how then canI helpit? 4. No, but you know
not wha Party Famof, nor what tocall me s I am forricr for yeu in this
than for my felfs if youknow noc, I will tell you, 1 ama CHRISTI-
AN, a MEER CHRISTIAN, of no other Religicn 3 and the
Church that lamof is the Chriftizn Church, and hath been vilble wherec-
ver the Chriftian Religion and Church hath been vifible @ But malt you

know wiiatSect or Party I 3m of ? Tamapainfi all Seéisand dividing Par- .

ties s Bue if any will call Meer Chriftisns by the name ofa Party, becaufe
~ they take up with mreer Clvitasnity, Cretd, and Scriptare, and will not be of
any dividing or contentious Sct, T am of thar, Party which is (o againit
Parcies:-df the Name CHRIST LA N be noc enough, call mea CA-

TH_C_)_I_.I CK CHRISTIAN; notaschat, word figuifcth so dicre-

 ticating majozity of Bifbops, but asit (gnificeh bae thae hath no Ecligion,
but cfiat which by Chrifl and the A pofiles weile(Tto the Catholick Churth,
or thie Body of Jefus Chrifton Edrth™ '~ " '

" Andmow Sir,lam forry thit'youare not content with meer Chrifiiani-
ty, and to be a Meanber of the Catholick Clrch, and hold the Communion
of Saints, but that you muft necds alfo be of a Scét, and have fome other
Name: And how (131l 1 know that.your, Seét is beticr than another?

Were not the Papifis'Sectaries and Schilimaticks, damning mutt of Chrids,
Bodjron Earth*fer not being (#h)i&t to their Pope, 1 ihowid not be (much |
agzi!mihmo--'l find promifes bt Salvation in Sciiptures o Belicvers, that'

is, Cliriflians as fich* (if fuch fincerely]) but nonc of the falvation of ixen
as Papifis, Diceefanr, Greeians, Nefferisns, Extyehians, &e. 1 would {3y alfo
[nor as Protgftums] did I noc take the Religton called Proteftact (3 Name
which T'any not ford of) 1o be nothing buc fimple Clritiatity, with oppo-
fition to Popery. and other fuch corruption. And now you Know your
own deliSns, your (ongue i your own, and who cn controul you,what-
cver youi will call us 5 bue I, and firch others, call oor Klves MEE R
CHRISTIANS or CATHOLICK CHRISTIANS, agamnit
all Seéts and Sectarian nands, and haters both of ¢rae Hevefie, Schifine, and
anid, sariglizesns, fercticating and dnatbawatiziag, PRL 4.0 ye famsof mon
gﬂ Teya will ye toeramy glory ixto foape? bawe fong vl ye dove vanity, and
fakd}n {yingf Bact fsone tht the Lovd hatl fot apart Dive thaeir odly for
binfelf: Ufalov2. 1,2, 3,4, 5. Holp Lord, for the godly aman ecafitins forthe
Faitbfal fail frovs aurng the childecn of mens They fpeak sanit) cug ane mush
bis Neighbor, -z, Scc the selt. g : y
wil

-




1 will add, thatif tobe {eriousin the belief of the Chyiftian® Faich, and
the Lifc to come, and in feeking it above this.world, and in conffant” tn-
deavours to plcafe God, whocver be difplcafed by ic, is it that maketh
a man a Paritan, becaulcheisnot a formal Hypaerite; then [ would Twere
worchy of the Titles which your Pfexdo Tilenws and his Brother give me,
who {2y, I am Pxris Prtus Puritanus, and one gui totwme Preritaifmim 1o-
tus fpirars AlasTam noc (0 goodand happy. But Readers, when this fort
of men have defcribed the Puritans as the moft incollcrable Villains, you
that knew them not may conclud®, that they were mén no more crroncous,
or worfethan T, how much better (oevers for Bithop Morley faith of me, A&
stno difee ontnes : And of 'my Doctrine, 1%ave left the world a full account 3
and mulft fhortly be accountable for it and my life to God, whoft parden
and grace through Chrift I daily ‘beg and truft to.,

-
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. A Notice conécmling M. Henry Dodwell. .

R, Dadwell having -written a coprous Difeourfe, afferting,
-that we have no right to falvation, but by Gods Covenanc
validly fealed by the Sacrament 5 and that the Sacrament is not
valid, unlefs delivered by one that hath Ordination by fuch a
Bifhop ashath his Ordination by another Bifhop, and (o on byan
aninterrupted fuccefiion from the Apoftles, withmuch more fuch
Schifmatical f{tuff, which I fully confured in 32; Books called,
[Tke trie and enly tevms of the Concord of all the ?7:'4): Chuerches]
and I aggravated his Schifmatical condemnation of the Reform-
ed Churches, and moft others (as having no true A‘Iiné{;rj, Sacra-
sucnts, .nor Covenant-title 1o falvation, and' as finning dgaint the
Holy Ghoft, becaule Ae profefeeh himfelf a Proteftant : The faid
Mr. Dodwell faich, that thefc words would perfivade men that I
take kivz for a Papift, and expereth thar Titherein right him: Be

it therefore known to all men, that I never meant by that word®

to accule. Mr. Dodwell of being « Papift, but to aggravate his a-

bulc of Proteftantss . and that I take my felf bound to charge no.
manto be of a Religion which he deazeth : And what his Reli-
gion really is, his Books. may beft inform him that would know:..

These pages from Richard Baxter’s Church-History (1680) are the source of the phrase
‘Mere Christianity’, used by C. S. Lewis as the title for one of his books in 1952.
Baxter’s introductory essay on ‘What History is Credible’ comes after the Preface, and
covers pages vii-xvi (i.e. pages without numbering preceding the actual work). His
statements about being a ‘meer Christian’ and an advocate of ‘meer’ Christianity appear

on the penultimate page (xv):

I1. And now | must speak to the Accusers
speeches of my self; | thank you Sir that you
feigned no worse against me; if I am an
Heresiarcha, why would not you vouchsafe to
name that Heresie which | have owned: | have
given you large Field-room, in near 80 Books;
and few men can so write, as that a willing man
may not find some words which he is able to
call Heresie: A little learning, wit, or honesty,
will serve for such an hereticating presumption.
2. I never heard that Arminius was called an
Arminian, nor Luther a Lutheran, nor Bishop
Laud a Laudian; but if you be upon the knack
of making Names, you best know your ends,
and best know how to fit them to it. 3. But
seriously, do you not know my Judgment? will
not about 80 Books inform you? how then can
I help it? 4. No, but you know not what Party |
am of, nor what to call me; | am sorrier for you
in this than for my self; if you know not, | will
tell you, I am a CHRISTIAN, a MEER
CHRISTIAN, of no other Religion; and the
Church that | am of is the Christian Church,
and hath been visible where ever the Christian
Religion and Church hath been visible: But
must you know what Sect or Party | am of? |
am against all Sects and dividing parties: But if
any will call Meer Christians by the name of a
Party, because they take up with meer
Christianity, Creed, and Scripture, and will not
be of any dividing or contentious Sect, | am of
that Party which is so against Parties: If the
Name CHRISTIAN be not enough, call me a
CATHOLICK CHRISTIAN; not as that word
signifieth an hereticating majority of Bishops,
but as it signifieth one that hath no Religion,
but that which by Christ and the Apostles was
left to the Catholick Church, or the Body of
Jesus Christ on Earth.

And now Sir, | am sorry that you are not
content with meer Christianity, and to be a
Member of the Catholick Church, and hold the
Communion of Saints, but that you must needs
also be of a Sect, and have some other Name:
And how shall I know that your Sect is better
than another? Were not the Papists Sectaries and
Schismaticks, damning most of Christis Body on
Earth for not being subject to their Pope, I should
not be so much against them. I find promises of
Salvation in Scriptures to Believers, that is,
Christians as such (if such sincerely,) but none of
the salvation of men as Papists, Diocesans,
Grecians, Nestorians, Eutychians, &c. i would
say also [nor as Protestants] did | not take the
Religion called Protestant (a Name which | am
not fond of) to be nothing but simple
Christianity, with opposition to Popery, and other
such corruption. And now you know your own
designs, you tongue is your own, and who can
controul you, whatever you will call us; but I,
and such others, call our selves MEER
CHRISTIANS, or CATHOLICK CHRISTIANS,
against all Sects and Sectarian names, and haters
both of true Heresie, Schisme, and proud,
unrighteous, hereticating and Anathematizing.
Psal. 4. O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn
my glory into shame? how long will ye love
vanity, and seek after lying? But know that the
Lord hath set apart him that is godly of himself:
Psal. 12. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Help Lord, for the godly
man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the
children of men: they speak vanity every one with
his Neighbour, &c. See the rest.

» The full PDF of Baxter’s work is available at
www.archive.org/details/churchhistoryofg00baxt
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